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The Tour in Detail 
 

Day 1 - Our tour began with group introductions and then a nice 

dinner at Restaurante San Valentin, just down the street from our 

hotel in the beautiful walled historic district of Cartagena. 

 

Day 2 - Our departure from the hotel at 0500hs this morning was 

not without drama as our bus completely blocked the narrow 

street during baggage loading and traffic (the single other car 

driving at this early hour) began piling up behind it. After 

hurriedly jamming our bags in the boot and ourselves in the bus, 

we began our 45 min trek to the Jardín Botánico Guillermeo 

Piñeres. The Jardín didn't open until 8am so stopped about 1km 

short and birding the entrance road instead. The openness of the 

road made for great birding and we had barely exited the vehicle 

before being bombarded by a mixed flock of Crested 

Oropendolas and Black-chested Jays, with a couple very 

confiding Crimson-crested Woodpeckers thrown in for good 

measure. This flock also gave us our first good looks at the 

endemic Chestnut-winged Chachalaca as well as some raucous 

and entertaining Stripe-backed Wrens and our first Furnariids of 

the trip, a pair of lovely Straight-billed Woodcreepers. After a 

quick field breakfast (birding was too good to waste time on food!) we continued to walk down the road. 

Along a palm-lined side road we encountered another mixed flock, this one dominated by flycatchers 

and thrushes and about half a dozen Whooping Motmots. Great Kiskadees, Rusty-margined, Boat-billed 

and Streaked Flycatchers, and Clay-colored Thrushes by the dozens mounted a frenzied attack on the 

palm fruits as well as our first boreal migrant of the trip, a lone Veery. A mixed tanager flock at the end 

of the morning gave a few more great birds including a pair of uncommonly seen White-eared Conebills 

as well as a few other birds that we would end up not seeing again on the trip including Hooded Tanager, 

Lance-tailed Manakin and Mourning Warbler. Walking back to the bus we encountered a pair of endemic 

Turquoise-winged Parrotlets. As the clouds parted and 

the heat kicked up we made our way back towards 

Cartagena for lunch and then began our long drive 

north to our final stop for the night in Barranquilla. We 

had an exciting moment along the way when Shawn 

fervently declared that he seen a Northern Screamer 

from the bus window. Having been told by our local 

guide, Roger, that these birds are becoming quite rare 

along our route due to hunting pressure from local 

farmers, we decided it was worth a stop. Alas it was 

not to be as the little river that crossed under the 

highway contained no Screamers. But it was a fun 

impromptu birding stop and we picked up a handful on 

new trip birds in the form of numerous waders and the 

Tringa triumvirate of Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs 

and Solitary Sandpiper. We made a brief stop at the 

Universidad del Norte in Barranquilla before ominous 

Red-crowned Woodpecker  

by Bobby Wilcox 

Yellow-crowned Parrots by Bobby Wilcox 
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skies and the rumble of thunder finally drove us to our 

hotel.  

 

Day 3 - Our first stop this morning was the nearby Via 

Parque Isla de Salamanca, a complex of coastal forest 

and mangroves just outside Barranquilla. While our 

two targets birds, the taxonomically confusing 

Sapphire-bellied and Sapphire-throated 

Hummingbirds, remained stubbornly elusive (a few 

folks got brief looks at the more common Sapphire-

throated), our visit was still quite enjoyable and 

featured tons of new birds and a high level of bird 

activity. The raised boardwalk through the swampy 

forest provided great looks at Bare-throated Tiger-

Heron, American Pygmy Kingfisher, Bicolored 

Conebill, Pied Puffbird and dozens of migrating Prothonotary Warblers and Spotted Sandpipers. This 

stop also gave us some of our only trip looks at birds like Pied Water Tyrant, Black-collared Hawk and 

Yellow-chinned Spinetail. From here we took a short drive to a nearby rural road and bird hotspot known 

simply as, Camino Km 4. Being our only visit to a true wetland, this stop promised many potential trip 

birds that we were unlikely to see in other places. After navigating our way past a reluctant to move herd 

of cattle we quickly ticked off target birds such as Common Gallinule, Blue-winged Teal, Cocoi Heron, 

Tricolored Heron, the black-backed form of Wattled Jacana, Glossy Ibis and excellent looks at Russet-

throated Puffbird. The bird of the morning was the diminutive but spectacularly patterned Pearl Kite, 

perched up nicely in a tree less than 50m from us. Across the road in another larger patch of wetland we 

picked up a few more nice birds including Semipalmated Sandpiper and Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, 

as well as a gorgeous Purple Gallinule, thanks to the sharp eyes of Steve and the coaxing of a little 

playback. The oppressive heat eventually drove us back to the mercifully air-conditioned bus and onward 

to our next destination. On our way to Mindo we made a brief and harrowing roadside stop along the 

highway to scan a coastal lagoon. As semi trucks thundered past, horns blaring, we were able to pick up 

almost the entire suite of expected terns (Large-billed, Gull-billed, Caspian, Royal and Sandwich 

(Cabot's)) as well as a few new shorebirds like Willet and Short-billed Dowitcher, the always entertaining 

Black Skimmer, and our first Savanna Hawk of the trip. Afternoon brought us to our lovely lodge in the 

quaint town of Mindo, where we had a nice lunch 

and spent a lazy afternoon with intermittent rain 

sitting on the porch and taking in the spectacle of 

the hummingbird feeders. Five species of regular 

feeder visitors were viewed in great detail and 

every plumage variation, including White-necked 

Jacobin, Black-throated Mango, Steely-vented and 

Rufous-tailed Hummingbird, and White-vented 

Plumeleteer. We were also entertained during the 

lunch downpour by a particularly rain-loving 

female Plumeleteer who gleefully maintained her 

exposed perch for over an hour, getting pummeled 

by rain the entire time! After the rains subsided in 

the late afternoon, we took a short walk uphill from 

the lodge and picked up some nice trip birds like 

American Pygmy Kingfisher by Bobby Wilcox 

Steely-vented Hummingbird by Bobby Wilcox 
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Lesser Goldfinch, Streak-headed 

Woodcreeper and Collared Aracari, while 

watching a spectacular sunset light up 

towering rainclouds in the distance.  

 

Day 4 - This morning we departed early to 

begin our long drive up the mountain to 

ProAves run el Dorado Lodge in the heart of 

the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta. Local intel 

regarding exceptionally muddy road 

conditions and a high likelihood of afternoon 

rains incentivized us to work quickly on our 

few roadside birding stops, in order to reach 

our destination by lunchtime. Our first few 

stops our way up the road were in mid-

elevation sub-tropical rainforest where we 

encountered numerous mixed migrant flocks filled with Red-eyed Vireos, American Redstarts, 

Tennessee Warblers and Rufous-capped Warblers. Some excellent new trip birds that showed nicely 

included Scaled Piculet, Rufous-and-white Wren, Plain Xenops, Yellow-backed Oriole and some lovely 

Golden-winged Sparrows. A bit further up the mountain at the junction of main road and the ominous 

but inevitable detour road, we began to encounter some of our first Santa Marta endemics, such as Santa 

Marta Brushfinch and Santa Marta Foliage-Gleaner and some frustratingly fleeting, but ID-able, looks 

at the skulky Santa Marta Antbird. From here we began our steep and muddy ascent up the detour road, 

a little harrowing at times but mostly uneventful as our expert drivers and their trusty Toyota Land 

Cruisers were more than up to the challenge, and the imminent rain held off until just before we pulled 

into the lodge for lunch. As would become the theme for our time in the Santa Marta range, the afternoon 

was mostly spent shuttling back and forth between the lodge's spectacular hummingbird feeders, grain 

feeders and compost pile while freqeuntly retreating to the covered balcony to avoid the whole spectrum 

of rain intensity from drizzle to downpour. In between bouts of stormy weather we ticked off some of 

the common birds around the lodge including the Big 6 hummers, Brown, Lesser and Sparkling 

Violetear, Crowned Woodnymph, White-tailed Starfrontlet, and Lazuline Sabrewing, as well as a Black-

Kinkajou by Bobby Wilcox 

Hummingbird feeding frenzy by Bobby Wilcox 
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fronted Wood-Quail sharing one of the grain 

feeders with a friendly Red-tailed Squirrel and a 

Sickle-winged Guan sharing the compost pile with 

a Brown Agouti. About an hour before sundown 

the rains abated enough take a stroll up the road 

from the lodge and we were duly rewarded with 

nice looks at Golden-breasted Fruiteater, Golden-

crowned Flycatcher and Strong-billed 

Woodcreeper and before getting treated to a show 

by a spectacular male White-tipped Quetzal in full 

breeding regalia who flew right in and perched very 

close, sallying for fruits right in front of us for a 

good 5 minutes before melting back into the forest. 

The fun didn't end here, as during dinner that 

evening we had our first (of multiple) viewing of 

the local family of Kinkajous who first came to the 

raised banana feeders outside the lodge and then, forgoing any pretense of shyness, just decided to come 

right onto the balcony and walk the railing within arms reach! A fitting end to a very productive day in 

the magnificent and unique Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta. 

 

Day 5 - Today's mission to the 10000ft+ San Lorenzo Ridge was focused on finding most of the high 

elevation Santa Marta endemics and had us on the road by 3:45am with a packed breakfast and a quick 

coffee at the lodge. We needed to depart very early to account for the hour-long drive and numerous 

stops along the way to look for owls, while still reaching to top in time for the dawn chorus. Our drive 

up produced a heard only Mottled Owl and only frustratingly brief fly-by looks at the elusive and recently 

described Santa Marta Screech Owl, who called for ages right in front of us, but refused to show itself 

until it flew past us across the road and disappeared. The ridge provided much more satisfying birding 

and within 15 minutes of sunrise we had ticked off most of our endemic targets including: Streak-capped 

and Rusty-headed Spinetails, Santa Marta Brushfinch and Warbler, Yellow-crowned Whitestart, Santa 

Marta Mountain-Tanager and a distant Santa Marta Woodstar foraging at the top of a large tree. Our nice 

field breakfast of local specialty arepas and hot chocolate was enjoyed atop a small wooden tower, from 

which we got nice looks at Paramo Seedeaters and heard some of our skulkier target birds like Santa 

Marta Antpitta, Brown-rumped Tapaculo and the 

sure to be split local variety of Rufous Antpitta. The 

rest of the morning was spent traversing the ridge 

trail in the beautiful elfin forest habitat. We picked 

up some nice species like Golden Grosbeak, 

Yellow-bellied Chat-Tyrant, Golden-olive 

Woodpecker and Scarlet-fronted Parakeet. Sadly, 

one of our last remaining endemic targets eluded us, 

as we only heard the distant squawking of the 

unpredictable Santa Marta Parakeet, shrouded by the 

gathering mist. A stop on the way back to the lodge 

in hopes of a handfed Santa Marta Antpitta proved 

unsuccessful as well. A bird that had been coming 

regularly to worm-feedings for months, suddenly 

disappeared, leaving us with a heard-only Antpitta 

Santa Marta Brushfinch by Bobby Wilcox 

Santa Marta Woodstar by Bobby Wilcox 
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and a grudging reminder that seeing one is 

never a guarantee. The afternoon was spent 

relaxing and waiting for the rain to pass. 

When it eventually did, the majortiy of the 

group took a walk downhill from the lodge 

and picked up a few new birds including 

Montane Foliage-Gleaner (briefly seen the 

previous day), Masked Trogon and Grey-

throated Leaftosser. The evening program 

was dominated by the mammals who have 

become accustomed to regular banana 

feedings from the lodge staff. Dinner was 

briefly interrupted for fantastic looks at a trio 

of adorable and charismatic Grey-handed 

Night-Monkeys and the evening was 

punctuated by nice looks at a Crab-eating 

Fox and another porch visit from old friend Kinkajou.  

 

Day 6 - Today was devoted to birding up and down the road from the lodge and adding some birds to 

our mid-elevation cloud forest list. Our first stop was for a distant Santa Marta Woodstar atop a far off 

tree but also included a mixed flocks of boreal migrants like Black-and-white, Blackpoll and Tennessee 

Warbler as well as some of the common tanagers like Black-capped, Black-headed and the local form of 

Bay-headed (who sports all green underparts rather than the typical blue). Much of the remainder of the 

morning was spent at some banana feeders and flowering bushes in front of a local coffee farm down the 

road. While waiting for our main target, the elusive Santa Marta Blossomcrown (eventually seen very 

well by all in the flowering bushes right in front of us), we were treated to a world-class feeder show 

featuring Blue-naped Chlorophonias aplenty, Thick-billed Euphonia, Sierra Nevada and Santa Marta 

Brushfinch, Yellow-backed Oriole, White-lined and Crimson-backed Tanager, Purple Honeycreeper, 

Rusty Flowerpiercer, Black-hooded Thrush and Buff-throated Saltator, as well as ridiculously good looks 

at a Santa Marta Woodstar at the flowering bushes. The walk in to the feeders produced our first looks 

at the endemic White-lored Warbler and the wait for the Blossomcrown netted us a nice migrant Olive-

sided Flycatcher, who coughed up a couple 'QUICK-THREE-BEERS' just for good measure. Our last 

few trip birds of the morning as 

we continued downslope from 

the feeders, were a nice perched 

Red-billed Parrot, and the local 

forms of both Grey-breasted 

Wood-Wren and Rusty-breasted 

Antpitta, both likely future splits. 

Back at the el Dorado lodge after 

lunch we got great looks at a 

lovely Lined Quail-Dove visiting 

the grain feeders and then just 

focused on hummingbird and 

tanager photography before the 

customary afternoon downpour. 

The entertainment for the 

Black-fronted Wood Quail by Bobby Wilcox 

Blue-naped Chlorophonia & Crimson-backed Tanager by Bobby Wilcox 
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evening was provided by a rather clumsy Kinkajou 

who was spotted from the dinner table out the window 

trying to climb down the wall of the lodge. But upon 

being spotted, he seemed to lose his grip and promptly 

took a nosedive into to the bushes below! As far as we 

know the only harm suffered was to his ego.  

 

Day 7 - On our final morning at el Dorado we chose to 

get started a bit early to try to call in some owls. While 

we heard both a Santa Marta Screech-Owl and a 

Spectacled Owl calling quite close, neither was willing 

to put in a showing. A Barred Forest-Falcon calling 

nearby remained hidden as well. But as the light began 

to push out the dark we were treated to more nice looks 

at a White-tipped Quetzal as well as a brief visit from 

a Merlin passing through. After packing up and saying 

our goodbyes to the wonderful staff, we carried on 

down the mountain, beginning our long journey back 

to Riohacha on the coast. Our first stop was to indulge our lead driver and ace bird-spotter, Kacique, who 

assurred us that we would find the local form of Groove-billed Toucanet there. Luckily his intution 

proved to be correct and we got nice looks at a small foraging band. Our next impromptu stop along the 

road turned out to be one of the most enjoyable moments of the trip as we spent a good 20 minutes 

watching a flock of 20+ Military Macaws fly from tree to tree, squawking away and munching on fruits. 

Further down at a stop to try and call in (unsuccessfully) a Rosy Thrush-Tanager, we ran into a mixed 

flock and added a handful of birds to the trip list, such as Cinnamon Becard, Yellow-throated Vireo, 

Summer Tanager and a roosting Common Potoo. After an hour so of slipping and sliding and careening 

through axle-deep muddy trenches that passed for the road, we felt sure we were in the clear...until we 

ran into the line-up of cars at a little roadside diner that were obviously not there for the lunch rush. After 

talking to some people we determined that there was at least one dumptruck stuck about a km ahead and 

nobody was getting through. We resigned ourselves to our fate and started birding around the area, but 

pretty quickly were informed that we needed to head out and line-up near where the truck was stuck 

because they were letting cars through one at a time. 

When we got there, this did not seem to be happening. 

But luckily a backhoe had come to the rescue and in 

relatively short order the trucks were through and we 

were moving again, feeling like we had definitely 

dodged a bullet and thankful to not be spending the 

night sleeping in the cars on the side of the road! From 

here we pretty much headed straight to our lunch stop 

between Minca and Riohacha. This ended up being a 

great birding stop at well, perched on a high bank along 

a river on the outskirts of the Parque Nacional Tayrona. 

From the balcony while waiting for lunch to arrive we 

got a couple new trip birds including Masked Tityra and 

Tropical Mockingbird, and watched the scavenger 

hierarchy unfold as a Crested Caracara, Yellow-headed 

Caracara, Turkey Vulture and a handful of Black 

Hudsonian Godwit by Bobby Wilcox 

Tocuyo Sparrow by Bobby Wilcox 
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Vultures took turns picking apart a dead duck that had 

washed up on a river sandbar. From here we basically just 

made a mad dash for our hotel in Riohacha, blasting our 

way through miles of torrential downpours. But the clouds 

parted a few times, long enough to make a couple roadside 

pulloff stops and add Blue-crowned Parakeet, Baltimore 

Oriole and Rufous-vented Chachalaca to our trip list.  

 

Day 8 - We began today in a branch new habitat, the dry 

thorn scrub forest of the Guajira Peninsula. This unique 

habitat promised many new birds for our trip list and did 

not disappoint.  After linking up with a few park ranger 

guides from the local indigenous tribe, we proceeded to our 

first stop outside of the town of Camarones. The non-stop 

calls of Crested Bobwhites and Tropical Gnatcatchers filled 

the air as we quickly ticked off new species tied to this 

habitat: Bare-eyed Pigeon, Ruby-topaz and Buffy 

Hummingbird, Red-billed Emerald, Double-striped Thick-knee, Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl, Chestnut 

Piculet, Tawny-crowned Pygmy-Tyrant, Trinidad Euphonia, the magnificently coifed Vermilion 

Cardinal, Pileated Finch, Orinocan Saltator, and some flyover Black-bellied Whistling Ducks were just 

a sampling of the wonderful birds this arid landscape had on offer. After a lovely early morning here and 

a quick field breakfast we headed down the road a bit to a more densely forested spot to try and pick up 

some skulkier birds. Both Slender-billed and Pale-tipped Inezia were incredible cooperative and came in 

to playback almost instantaneously. Some of our target skulkers did not look so kindly upon our efforts 

however, with Black-backed Antshrike and Northern White-fringed Antwren giving us the runaround 

and offering only unsatisfying views. We did manage to get nice views of two very striking birds, the 

White-whiskered Spinetail and the crisply black and white Lesson's Seedeater. Our next stop brought 

another abrupt habitat transition as we headed for the coastal tidal salt flats of the Los Flamencos wildlife 

sanctuary. Though the trademark American Flamingoes were nowhere to be found we did manage a 

handful of trip birds including Common Tern, Black-bellied and Collared Plovers, Ruddy Turnstone, 

Reddish Egret, Osprey and a really cool light pink White Ibis/Scarlet Ibis hybrid. The bird of the stop 

and indeed the day though, was spotted by Steve 

amongst a flock of stationary gulls. He pointed out a 

Godwit to me and I made the classic mistake of giving it 

a quick glance and just assuming it was the 'most likely' 

Godwit, calling it Marbled. Further examination by 

various group members made us question our initial 

assessment and start considering other options. Thought 

light was intense and our angle bad, the bird sure looked 

more like a Hudsonian Godwit, a decidedly rarer bird in 

this area and one worthy of further investigation. Thus 

began a stepwise circumnavigation of the small inlet that 

housed the Godwit and its Gull companions stopped at 

various points along the way to reassess. Eventually we 

were able to get into a better lighting situation and were 

almost certain it was a Hudsonian. The only thing left 

was to flush it and check its underwings for the telltale 

Perija Thistletail by Bobby Wilcox 

Rufous-breasted Chat-Tyrant by Bobby Wilcox 
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black. This proved easier said than done. Shawn had 

rubber boots on and began to advance on into the water 

and toward the flock. The gulls got the point and 

flushed almost immediately but the Godwit just was 

not interested. For every step Shawn took in its 

direction, it took one in the opposite direction, but 

adamantly refused to fly. After a minute of so of this 

cat and mouse however, our mystery Godwit lifted its 

wings long enough for the expectant photographers to 

fire off a barrage of photos and captured the feature we 

had been expecting, black underwings with a white 

stripe down the middle. It was indeed a Hudsonian 

Godwit, a lifer for some including both our local 

guides, and a very rare bird in Colombia! Our last stop 

of the morning was not quite as eventful as our Godwit 

discovery but we still added one of the coolest birds of 

the trip in the uncommon and hard-to-see Tocuyo 

Sparrow. It was a one of those classic birding cliches that all birders have experienced. We spent literally 

and hour trying to coax this bird out of the underbrush, getting terrible and unsatisfying looks through 

endless layers of foliage along the way. Finally admitting defeat, we started trying for some other birds, 

and who should fly across the path and pop up in plain sight at eye level less than 10m from us...the 

Tocuyo Sparrow. After posing for about 15 seconds of photographs it retreated back into the shadows, 

giving us solace in the fact that our time spent coaxing rubbish looks wasn't wasted. After some nice 

looks at a pair of Black-crested Antshrikes we said goodbye to our local native guide and continued on 

our way to Valledupar. The drive was long and a little stressful as gas stations were virtually non-existant 

along the way, forcing us to resort to the extreme measure of turning off the AC! An active Scarlet 

(Vermilion) Flycatcher nest with two chicks in a gas station parking lot (that didn't end up having any 

gas) provided our only bird action of the afternoon and we were happy to arrive at our hotel in Valledupar 

with enough time to shower before dinner. At dinner we celebrated Mark's birthday with a lovely cake 

provided by the hotel.  

 

Day 9 - We began our final morning of lowland birding 

in a nice patch of dry forest called the Ecoparque los 

Besotes. It was a good morning for raptors with three 

new ones for the trip including Peregrine Falcon, 

Roadside Hawk and Short-tailed Hawk, as well as 

hundreds of swirling Black Vultures. We were also able 

to get better looks at Black-faced Grassquit, Northern 

White-fringed Antwren and Brown-crested Flycatcher, 

birds only seen fleetingly in the previous days. As the 

morning began to heat up we headed for higher 

elevations toward our final destination of the trip, the 

Reserva Natural Chamicero de Perija. Along the way we 

surprisingly tallied our first swifts of the trip with a small 

flock of White-collared Swifts flying low over a 

farmyard. As we continued up through the lower 

elevation subtropical forest near Minuare we picked up Crested Quetzal by Bobby Wilcox 

Scaly-naped Parrot by Bobby Wilcox 
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Sooty-headed Tyrannulet, Grey-lined Hawk, Green-

rumped Parrotlet, a gorgeous perched White-tailed Kite, 

brief looks at Chestnut-crowned Antpitta and nice looks 

at the local subspecies of Emerald Toucanet and Rufous 

Spinetail. By the time we reached the spartan but 

comfortable Perija Lodge, it was almost dark and spent 

the fading daylight checking out the hummingbird feeders 

and watching the Andean Guans come in for one last bite 

of banana before bedding down for the evening.  

 

Day 10 - Our mission this morning was another high 

elevation assault to try for some of the coveted Perija 

endemics. A short drive from our lodge at 8000' to a high 

ridge on the flanks of Cerro Pintado in the paramo at 

10000' got us into the right habitat. Our first target, the 

often difficult Perija Thistletail, was shockingly confiding 

and came into playback immediately, giving us great looks for several minutes as it foraged in the bushes 

right in front of us! Diversity was low at this elevation, but we still picked up some great new birds like 

the endemic Perija Metaltail, Streak-backed Canastero, a nice fly-by Plain-breasted Hawk (still 

considered a subspecies of Sharp-shinned Hawk by some taxonomies) and spectacular looks at one of 

the sharpest flycatchers of the trip, Rufous-breasted Chat-Tyrant. One of the coolest aspects of our visit 

to the top was seeing a couple dozen laborers from various agencies working on planting over 300,000 

seedling Frailejones (Espeletia sp.). This sunflower family plant is emblematic of the paramo habitat and 

when mature grows thick furry leaves and a 2-3m tall flowerstalk with daisy-like flowers. Sadly it is 

easily decimated by overgrazing, which had happened in this area. But thanks to the designation of this 

area as a natural reserve, a massive effort is underway to 'reforest' the area, so hopefully their efforts are 

successful! Heading back down the mountain towards the lodge we parked the trucks and took a nice 

stroll downhill, picking up some great birds along the way including a mixed flock containing Golden-

olive and Crimson-mantled Woodpeckers, White-browed Spinetail, White-throated Tyrannulet, 

Mountain Elaenia, Black-capped Tyrannulet, Streak-throated Bush-Tyrant, Green Jay, the local 

subspecies of Lacrimose Mountain-Tanager and Bluish Flowerpiercer. And our Antpitta playback efforts 

were finally remarded with great looks at another local endemic and certain future split, the quite 

distinctly brown, Rufous Antpitta. Back at the lodge before lunch we took more time to soak in the wide 

array of feeder birds that we had only 

glimpsed the previous night. Both green 

Violetears, as well as Longuemare's 

Sunangel, and Mountain Velvetbreast 

battled over the hummingbird feeders; 

Blue-capped Tanagers and Great Thrushes 

frequented the banana feeder; while on the 

ground, Slaty and Yellow-breasted 

Brushfinches and Rufous-collared 

Sparrows snuck into the grain feeders. The 

afternoon got started with a bang as a post-

rain mixed flock passed right in front of the 

lodge containing a bunch of great birds and 

a few new species like White-sided 

White-sided Flowerpiercer by Bobby Wilcox 

Bay-headed Tanager by Bobby Wilcox 
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Flowerpiercer, Black-crested Warbler, Common Bush-Tanager (Chlorospingus) and Streaked 

Tuftedcheek. All in all a great end to an action-packed first day in the Perija Range! 

 

Day 11 - Being our final full day in the field and having acquired most of our higher elevation target 

birds, today was devoted to padding our list with some lower elevation species. Heading downhill from 

the lodge, our first stop was a little house called la Esperanza (or as we affectionately named it, the 

Edward Scissorhands house), memorable for its wel-manicured topiary garden lining the road. The 

massive Eucalyptus tree out front provided us with two of our many target birds, the diminutive Rufous-

shafted Woodstar and its telltale bumblebee-like flight, and another hummingbird of great renown, the 

spectacular Long-tailed Sylph. While waiting for the hummers to come into the lower bushes we ticked 

off other species in the nearby blackberry patch at forest fragment including, Spectacled Tyrannulet, 

Bran-colored Flycatcher, Beryl-spangled Tanager and Black-and-white Seedeater. The hummers 

apparently had plenty of flowers to satisfy them atop the Eucalyptus so we eventually gave up on them 

and walked downhill after a healthy field breakfast. Our first new bird of the walk was discovered by 

Kathy and turned out to be our one and only Russet-backed Oropendola of the trip! Further downhill we 

engaged in a (mostly) successful playback battle with and Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush, during 

which a Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrush came in to check what the fuss was all about. Another mixed 

flock was productive with a ton of tanager action including new friends, Oleaginous Hemispingus and 

Fulvous-headed and Swallow Tanager, and old friends, Blue-capped, Black-headed and Black-capped 

Tanagers. We also got great looks at the absurdly plumaged and aptly named Booted Racket-tail, 

certainly in the running for coolest hummingbird of the trip. A Smoky-brown Woodpecker popped in to 

say hello and some Yellow-throated Toucans put in a brief appearance, but the standout bird of the 

morning was surely the Crested Quetzal discovered on its perch by ace local guide, Roger. A little 

playback brought him right in, giving us amazing looks at our second species of queztal in crisp, full 

breeding plumage, and the perfect ending to a productive morning. The afternoon was an awkward dance 

of continually venturing forth only to get turned back by intense rain. Eventually the rain subsided enough 

to take a misty hike uphill from the lodge with the hopes of encountering a post-storm mixed flock. It 

didn't take long, and as birds engaged in their last foraging foray before settling in for the night we added 

a really cool tanager to our trip list, the mono-generic Plushcap. Joining it were some other old stand-bys 

like Montane Woodcreeper, Black-and-white and Blackburnian Warbler and Slate-throated Whitestart. 

As the drizzle threatened to drive us back to the lodge we got one last treat for the evening as a huge 

flock of 25+ Scaly-naped Parrots obliged us with stunning eye-level views in the trees alongside the road. 

 

Day 12 - The last day! After deciding the previous night whether to wear airplane clothes ('high-heels' 

allegedly for at least one of our number) or field clothes, we embarked on our final journey back to 

Valledupar, squeezing in as many birding stops as possible along the way. Before leaving the lodge, 

Bobby heard a Buff-breasted Mountain-Tanager issuing its eerie, quavering whistled song from just 

downhill. A little playback brought it right in and great looks were had by all as it continued to serenade 

us from a bush about 30m away. Starting off down the road on foot we heard the skulkiest of skulkers, 

the Perija Tapaculo (recently described), singing close by at the first bend in the road. Though our 

attempts at calling one in up to this point had been woefully unsuccessful, we decided we had nothing to 

lose by trying it one more time. Our efforts were finally rewarded when a pair of the little black rodents 

came scurrying into view, hopping along branches, and popping into clear view just long enough for us 

to confirm that they were indeed tapaculos (or were they mice?). Moving on down the road, we continued 

to add new species to our trip list, picking up Speckled Hummingbird and Coppery Emerald. Whiskered 

Wren was finally seen by most as a wave of migrant Swainson's Thrushes called in the background. As 

11:00 am rolled around it was time to pack it in and head for the airport, bringing our wonderful adventure 
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to a close.  

 

Annotated List of species recorded 
List powered through the report generator of our partner iGoTerra.  

Birds (356 in total: 335 seen, 21 heard)  

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2019. IOC World Bird List (v 9.2).  

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced 

IUCN codes: CR = Critically Endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the 

Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

Chachalacas, Curassows & Guans-Cracidae 

Chestnut-winged Chachalaca Ortalis garrula (E) - large numbers on the road to the Jardin Botanico   

Rufous-vented Chachalaca Ortalis ruficauda ruficrissa - 2 seen along road on the way to Riohacha 

Band-tailed Guan Penelope argyrotis colombiana - abundant around el Dorado Lodge 

Andean Guan Penelope montagnii montagnii - common at the feeders at Perija Lodge 

Sickle-winged Guan Chamaepetes goudotii sanctaemarthae - at compost pile at el Dorado Lodge 

  

New World Quail-Odontophoridae 

Crested Bobwhite Colinus cristatus cristatus - a few seen and many heard in la Guajira and los Besotes 

Black-fronted Wood Quail (VU) Odontophorus atrifrons atrifrons (VU) - at grain feeders at el Dorado 

Lodge 

 

Ducks, Geese & Swans-Anatidae 

Black-bellied Whistling Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis - flyovers at first la Guajira stop 

Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors - along coast at various waterbird stops 

 

Potoos-Nyctibiidae 

Common Potoo Nyctibius griseus griseus - two perched individuals on drive down from el Dorado 
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Caprimulgidae-Nightjars 

Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis - perched birds at Isla Salamanca 

Band-winged Nightjar Systellura longirostris - seen by a few flushed from road at high elevations 

 

Apodidae-Swifts 

White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris - small flock over a farmyard on the way up to Perija 

 

Trochilidae-Hummingbirds 

Sooty-capped Hermit Phaethornis augusti - at Santa Marta Lodge feeders 

Lazuline Sabrewing Campylopterus falcatus - mostly seen at el Dorado feeders and a few in Perija 

White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora - huge numbers at Santa Marta Lodge feeders 

Brown Violetear Colibri delphinae - Numerous individuals at el Dorado feeders 

Lesser Violetear Colibri cyanotus cyanotus - Common at higher elevation sites at feeders and in forest 

Sparkling Violetear Colibri coruscans - Common at higher elevation sites at feeders and in forest 

Black-throated Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis - one seen at Santa Marta Lodge feeders 

Ruby-topaz Hummingbird Chrysolampis mosquitus - nice adult males seen in desert scrub in la Guajira 

Red-billed Emerald (NE) Chlorostilbon gibsoni nitens - abundant in desert scrub in la Guajira  

Coppery Emerald (NE) Chlorostilbon russatus - on the way down from Perija the final morning  

Crowned Woodnymph Thalurania colombica colombica - abundant around el Dorado Lodge 

Sapphire-throated Hummingbird Lepidopyga coeruleogularis - seen briefly by some at Isla Salamanca 

Buffy Hummingbird (NE) Leucippus fallax - seen well in desert scrub at la Guajira 

Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl fuscicaudata - best seen at Santa Marta Lodge feeders 

Steely-vented Hummingbird (NE) Amazilia saucerottei warscewiczi - best seen at Santa Marta Lodge 

feeders 

Santa Marta Blossomcrown (E) Anthrocephala floriceps - seen well at flower bushes downhill from el 

Dorado 

White-vented Plumeleteer Chalybura buffonii - best seen at Santa Marta Lodge feeders 

Speckled Hummingbird Adelomyia melanogenys - seen at various roadside stops in Perija 
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Mountain Velvetbreast Lafresnaya lafresnayi lafresnayi - common at feeders at Perija Lodge 

White-tailed Starfrontlet (E) Coeligena phalerata - Female seen at el Dorado feeders 

Longuemare's Sunangel (NE) Heliangelus clarisse - seen well at Perija Lodge feeders and surrounding 

forest 

White-booted Racket-tail Ocreatus underwoodii - seen well along road downhill from topiary stop 

Tyrian Metaltail Metallura tyrianthina districta - at high elevation sites in Santa Marta and Perija 

ranges 

Perija Metaltail (NE) (EN) Metallura iracunda - seen well at Cerro Pintado, Perija 

Long-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus kingii caudatus - Male seen foraging at Eucalyptus tree at topiary and 

female seen in forest the following day 

Santa Marta Woodstar (E) Chaetocercus astreans - seen well at flower bushes downhill from el Dorado 

Rufous-shafted Woodstar Chaetocercus jourdanii - foraging in Eucalyptus tree at topiary stop 

 

Cuculidae-Cuckoos 

Smooth-billed Ani Crophaga ani - seen at various open areas throughout tour 

Groove-billed Ani Crotophaga sulcirostris - seen at various open areas throughout tour 

Striped Cuckoo Tapera naevia - heard only at a few locations 

Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana - seen well especially at Jardin Botanico 

Grey-capped Cuckoo Coccyzus lansbergi - **seen only by Shawn and Guajira guide 

 

Columbidae-Pigeons and Doves 

Rock Dove Columba livia - mostly seen when passing through cities and stopping at gas stations 

Bare-eyed Pigeon Patagioenas corensis - flyovers and a few perched at desert scrub in la Guajira 

Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata albilinea - fairly common at higher elevation sites 

Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayannensis - seen by some  

Scaled Dove Columbina squammata - seen at Camino Km 4, heard in la Guajira and los Besotes 

Common Ground Dove Columbina passerina - heard and seen at various dry forest and agricultural 

areas 

Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti - seen at a few scattered locations 
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White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi - common throughout, best seen at el Dorado feeders 

Lined Quail-Dove Zentrygon linearis - best seen at el Dorado grain feeders 

Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata - flyovers at la Guajira 

 

Rallidae-Rails, Crakes and Coots 

Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinica - Adult seen well at Camino Km 4 

Common Gallinule Gallinula galeata - Many birds, mix of adults and juveniles at Camino Km 4 

 

Aramidae-Limpkin 

Limpkin Aramus guarauna - numerous seen and heard, mostly at Camino Km 4 and Isla Salamanca 

 

Burhinidae-Thick-knees 

Double-striped Thick-knee Burhinus bistriatus - nice looks in the desert scrub in la Guajira 

 

Recurvirostridae-Stilts and Avocets 

Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus - At various water stops throughout the tour and often 

spotted from vehicles 

 

Charadriidae-Plovers and Lapwings 

Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis - At various water stops throughout the tour and often spotted 

from vehicles 

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola - one seen distantly at PN los Flamencos (**AKA-Black-bellied 

Plover) 

Collared Plover Charadrius collaris - seen well at mudflats at PN Los Flamencos 

 

Jacanidae-Jacanas 

Wattled Jacana Jacana jacana hypomelaena - many seen at Camino Km 4 
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Scolopacidae-Sandpipers and Allies 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus - in forest at Isla Salamanca & at the shore in PN Los Flamencos 

Hudsonian Godwit Limosa haemastica - vagrant seen well at PN Los Flamencos 

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres - seen distantly at PN Los Flamencos 

Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla - best seen at Camino Km 4 

Semipalmated Sandpiper (NT) Calidris pusilla - seen at the Purple Gallinule pond at Camino Km 4 

Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus - at roadside waterbird stop with mixed tern flock 

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius - abundant in forested boardwalk at Isla Salamanca 

Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria - at roadside river stop and Isla Salamanca 

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes - at various roadside water stops 

Willet Tringa semipalmata - best seen at PN Los Flamencos 

Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca - at various roadside water stops 

 

Laridae-Gulls, Terns and Skimmers 

Black Skimmer Rynchops niger - with mixed tern flocks at first roadside waterbird stop and PN Los 

Flamencos 

Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla - with mixed tern flocks at first roadside waterbird stop and PN 

Los Flamencos 

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica - with mixed tern flocks at first roadside waterbird stop and PN 

Los Flamencos 

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia - with mixed tern flocks at first roadside waterbird stop and PN Los 

Flamencos 

Royal Tern Thalasseus maximus - with mixed tern flocks at first roadside waterbird stop and PN Los 

Flamencos 

Cabot's Tern Thalasseus acuflavidus - with mixed tern flocks at first roadside waterbird stop and PN 

Los Flamencos (AKA, Sandwich Tern) 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo - with mixed tern flocks at PN Los Flamencos 

Large-billed Tern Phaetusa simplex - with mixed tern flocks at first roadside waterbird stop and PN 

Los Flamencos 
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Ciconiidae-Storks 

Wood Stork Mycteria americana - soaring high over dry forest in la Guajira 

 

Fregatidae-Frigatebirds 

Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens - seen at various coastal stops 

 

Phalacrocoracidae-Cormorants 

Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus - seen at PN Los Flamencos and various water stops  

 

Threshkiornithidae-Ibises and Spoonbills 

American White Ibis Eudocimus albus - seen by some at Los Flamencos 

American White Ibis/Scarlet Ibis hybrid Eudocimus albus/ruber - seen by all at Los Flamencos 

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus - seen in flooded field at Camino Km 4 

 

Ardeidae-Herons, Egrets and Bitterns 

Bare-throated Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma mexicanum - seen at Isla Salamanca 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Nyctanassa violacea - a juvenile at Camino Km 4 and an adult at 

roadside waterbird stop later in the day 

Striated Heron Butorides striata - many at Isla Salamanca 

Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis - see throughout trip mostly from vehicles in cow pastures near 

road 

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias - at false alarm roadside 'Northern Screamer' stop 

Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi - a few at Camino Km 4 

Great Egret Ardea alba - seen throughout the trip at various water stops 

Reddish Egret Egretta rufescens - numerous individuals at PN Los Flamencos (mostly white morphs) 

Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor - a few seen at Camino Km 4 and nearby wet areas 

Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea - individuals seen at various wet areas throughout the tour 

Snowy Egret Egretta thula - adundant at wetland areas throughout tour 
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Pelecanidae-Pelicans 

Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis - seen at various coastal stops 

 

Cathartidae-New World Vultures 

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura - a mix of resident S. American birds and migrants seen throughout 

tour 

Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes burrovianus - seen best at Camino Km 4 and then some 

soaring at the Los Acacias Restaurant along the river 

Black Vulture Coragyps atratus - abundant throughout 

 

Pandionidae-Ospreys 

Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus - one at Isla Salamanca and one at PN Los Flamencos 

 

Accipitridae-Hawks, Kites and Eagles 

White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus - seen well by all perched going up to Perija 

Pearl Kite Gampsonyx swainsonii - Great views perched at Camino Km 4 

Black-and-chestnut Eagle Spizaetus isidori - flyover at Minuare lunch stop on the way up to Perija 

Plain-breasted Hawk Accipiter ventralis - one flew right past us at Cerro Pintado, then two soaring on 

last day on the way down from Perija 

Black-collared Hawk Busarellus nigricollis - Numerous individuals at Isla Salamanca and Camino Km 

4 

Snail Kite Rostrhamus sociabilis - At various water stops throughout the day 

Savanna Hawk Buteogallus meridionalis - seen at a few scattered locations throughout the tour. 1St one 

seen at roadside waterbird stop on 17th 

Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris - seen best at Ecoparque los Besotes 

Grey-lined Hawk Buteo nitidus - one perched and one soaring (first one only seen by a few) 

Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platyperus - Migrating birds soaring at numerous points throughout tour 

Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus - One seen atop a cell tower, then one seen soaring the following 

day at Los Besotes 
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Tytonidae-Barn Owls 

American Barn Owl Tyto furcata - heard only by Bobby on last night after others had gone to sleep 

 

Strigidae-Typical Owls 

Santa Marta Screech Owl (E) Megascops gilesi - seen briefly by some when a nearby bird flew across 

road, otherwise heard only 

Mottled Owl Strix virgata - heard only on way up to San Lorenzo Ridge 

Spectacled Owl Pulsatrix perspicillata - heard only on two successive mornings at el Dorado 

Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium brasilianum - Seen well at desert scrub in la Guajira, heard 

numerous other times 

 

Trogonidae-Trogons 

Golden-headed Quetzal Pharomachrus auriceps - heard only at topiary stop 

White-tipped Quetzal (NE) Pharomachrus fulgidus - seen well first evening at el Dorado, then again on 

final morning 

Crested Quetzal Pharomachrus antisianus - seen well downhill from topiary stop in Perija 

Gartered Trogon Trogon caligatus - seen along road while descending from the Santa Marta range 

Masked Trogon Trogon personatus - seen well, male and female, along road in Santa Marta range 

 

Alcedinidae-Kingfishers 

American Pygmy Kingfisher Chloroceryle aenea - seen well along boardwalk at Isla Salamanca 

Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana - seen at various water stops 

Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona - one at Camino Km 4 

Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata - pair flying over at Isla Salamanca 

 

Momotidae-Motmots 

Whooping Motmot Momotus subrufescens - best seen first morning at Jardin Botanico 
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Galbulidae-Jacamars 

Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda - Seen and heard at numerous lowland forest stops 

throughout tour 

 

Bucconidae-Puffbirds 

Pied Puffbird Notharcus tectus - Seen well at Isla Salamanca and Camino Km 4 

Russet-throated Puffbird (NE) Hypnelus ruficollis - Seen well at Isla Salamanca and Camino Km 4 

 

Ramphastidae-Toucans 

White-throated Toucanet (Santa Marta) (E) Aulacorhynchus albivitta lautus - Seen very briefly by a 

few and heard at numerous points in Santa Marta Range 

White-throated Toucanet (Perija) (NE) Aulacorhynchus albivitta albivitta - Seen well by all in Perija 

Range 

Groove-billed Toucanet Aulacorhynchus sulcatus calorhynchus - seen well on way down the mountain 

from el Dorado Lodge 

Collared Aracari Pteroglossus torquatus - seen well at Santa Marta lodge and other locations 

Keel-billed Toucan Ramphastos sulfuratus - seen well at numerous lowland forest locations 

Yellow-throated Toucan (VU) Ramphastos ambiguus - best seen downhill from topiary in Perija 

 

Picidae-Woodpeckers 

Scaled Piculet (NE) Picumnus squamulatus rohli - seen well on way up to el Dorado 

Chestnut Piculet (NE) Picumnus cinnamomeus - seen well in desert scrub at la Guajira 

Red-crowned Woodpecker Melanerpes rubricapillus - seen well in many lowland spots, most common 

woodpecker 

Smoky-brown Woodpecker Leuconotopicus fumigatus - seen best on road downhill from topiary stop 

Golden-green Woodpecker Piculus chrysochloros xanthochlorus - seen at numerous high elevation 

stops 

Golden-olive Woodpecker Colaptes rubiginosus - seen at numerous high elevation stops 
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Crimson-mantled Woodpecker Colaptes rivoli - seen well on road on the way down from Cerro 

Pintado 

Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus - seen briefly on first morning then heard at numerous other 

locations 

Crimson-crested Woodpecker Campephilus melanoleucos - pair seen well first morning 

 

Falconidae-Falcons and Caracaras 

Northern Crested Caracara Caracara cheriway - seen best at river restaurant stop, las Acacias 

Yellow-headed Caracara Milvago chimachima - seen well at numerous points during tour 

Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans - heard calling at numerous stops 

Barred Forest-Falcon Micrastur ruficollis - Heard close but never seen in both Santa Marta and Perija 

ranges 

American Kestrel Falco sparverius - seen at a few open country stops between mountain ranges 

Merlin Falco columbarius - One seen perched at el Dorado Lodge and another soaring at PN los 

Flamencos 

Bat Falcon Falco rufigularis - one seen flying over in Santa Marta Range 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus - one seen soaring with a kettle of Black Vultures at Ecoparque los 

Besotes 

 

Psittacidae-African and New World Parrots 

Orange-chinned Parakeet Brotogeris jugularis - common at lowland spots throughout tour 

Red-billed Parrot Pionus sordidus saturatus - A few seen well perched along road in Santa Marta 

Range 

Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus - Mostly flyovers seen in Santa Marta and Perija ranges 

Yellow-crowned Amazon Amazona ochrocephala - pair seen well first morning 

Scaly-naped Amazon Amazona mercenarius - best seen on last evening in Perija on walk uphill from 

lodge 

Green-rumped Parrotlet Forpus passerinus - Seen well perched along road up to Perija while stopped at 

road construction 
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Turquoise-rumped Parrotlet (E) Forpus spengeli - Pair seen well on powerlines along road first 

morning 

Santa Marta Parakeet (E) (EN) Pyrrhura viridicata - Heard only from San Lorenzo Ridge 

Brown-throated Parakeet Eupsittula pertinax aeruginosa - seen well at numerous lowland forest 

locations 

Military Macaw Ara militaris - Group seen well on way down from Santa Marta range 

Blue-crowned Parakeet Thectocercus acuticaudatus koenigi - seen along road between Santa Marta and 

Riohacha 

Scarlet-fronted Parakeet (NE) (NT) Psittacara wagleri - best seen perched along San Lorenzo Ridge 

 

Furnariidae-Ovenbirds and Woodcreepers 

Grey-throated Leaftosser (NT) Sclerulus albigularis propinquus - down road from el Dorado on 

afternoon walk 

Strong-billed Woodcreeper Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus sanctaemartae - Pair seen well uphill 

from el Dorado Lodge 

Cocoa Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus susurrans - Seen by Bobby on way up to el Dorado, heard later 

Straight-billed Woodcreeper Dendroplex picus - seen well at numerous lowland forest locations 

Streak-headed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes souleyetii littoralis- seen well at numerous lowland forest 

locations 

Montane Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger sanctaemartae- seen well at numerous high 

elevation locations 

Plain Xenops Xenops minutus - one seen well on way up to el Dorado, part of mixed flock 

Streaked Tuftedcheek Pseudocolaptes boissonneautii - seen with a mixed flock near Perija Lodge 

Caribbean Hornero (NE) Furnarius longirostris - many seen and heard at various stops on first day 

Montane Foliage-Gleaner Anabacerthia striaticollis - seen well in Santa Marta Range 

Santa Marta Foliage-Gleaner (E) Clibanornis rufipectus - seen well on way up to el Dorado, just before 

beginning of detour road 

Flammulated Treehunter Thripadectes flammulatus - *heard by Roger only on San Lorenzo Ridge 
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White-browed Spinetail Hellmayrea gularis brunneidorsalis - seen fairly well along road twice in 

Perija 

Streak-backed Canastero Asthenes wyatti phelpsi - brief looks and many heard at Cerro Pintado 

Perija Thistletail (NE) (EN) Asthenes perijana - seen well very close at Cerro Pintado 

Streak-capped Spinetail (E) Cranioleuca hellmayri - many seen and calling constantly in the early 

morning at San Lorenzo Ridge 

Yellow-chinned Spinetail Certhiaxis cinnamomeus - Numerous seen and heard at Isla Salamanca 

Pale-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis albescens occipitalis - seen briefly at topiary stop by some 

White-whiskered Spinetail (NE) Synallaxis candei - Seen well at lowland scrub forest stops in lowlands 

Rusty-headed Spinetail (E) (VU) Synallaxis fuscorufa - seen well and singing constantly in early 

morning on San Lorenzo Ridge 

Rufous Spinetail Synallaxis unirufa munoztebari - seen at numerous spots in Perija Range 

 

Thamnophilidae-Antbirds 

Northern White-fringed Antwren Formicivora intermedia - seen fairly well at lowland stops between 

Riohacha and Valledupar 

Black-backed Antshrike Thamnophilus melanonotus - very skulky, but at least partially seen by all at 

lowland stops between Riohacha and Valledupar 

Barred Antshrike Thamnophilus doliatus - heard only, at a few locations 

Black-crested Antshrike Sakesphorus canadensis - Seen well at the Tocuyo Sparrow spot 

Santa Marta Antbird Drymophila hellmayri - seen moderately well on road up to el Dorado 

White-bellied Antbird Myrmeciza longipes - numerous individuals HEARD ONLY in lowlands 

between Riohacha and Valledupar 

 

Grallaridae-Antpittas 

Santa Marta Antpitta (E) (VU) Grallaria bangsi - Many heard in Santa Marta range but never seen 

Chestnut-crowned Antpitta Grallaria ruficapilla perijana - calling often in Perija, seen briefly on the 

way up by a few and at least fleeting looks by most downhill from topiary 
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Rufous Antpitta (Santa Marta) (E) Grallaria rufula spatiator - numerous heard on San Lorenzo Ridge 

Rufous Antpitta (Perija) (E) Grallaria rufula saltuensis - seen well in Perija range 

Rusty-breasted Antpitta (NE) Grallaricula ferrugineipectus - heard and seen well in Santa Marta 

Range 

 

Rhinocryptidae-Tapaculos 

Santa Marta Tapaculo (E) Scytalopus sanctaemartae - heard often and one seen well in Santa Marta 

Range 

Brown-rumped Tapaculo (E) Scytalopus latebricola - many heard on San Lorenzo Ridge but never 

seen 

Perija Tapaculo (NE) Scytalopus perijanus - many heard and then finally seen on last morning on the 

way down the mountain 

 

Tyrannidae-Tyrant Flycatchers 

Sooty-headed Tyrannulet Phyllomyias griseiceps - seen well on the way up to Perija in mid-elevation 

forest 

Black-capped Tyrannulet Phyllomyias nigrocapillus - seen well along road on way down from Cerro 

Pintado 

Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet Tyrannulus elatus - saw an adult and dependent fledgling on road to Jardin 

Botanico 

Forest Elaenia Myiopagis gaimardii - seen at Tocuyo Sparrow spot 

Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster - seen at a distance from Santa Marta Lodge 

Mountain Elaenia Elaenia frantzii - most common in Perija range 

Southern Beardless Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum - seen at Isla Salamanca 

White-throated Tyrannulet Mecocerculus leucophrys - Quite common in high elevation mixed flocks 

Tawny-crowned Pygmy-Tyrant Euscarthmus meloryphus - seen and heard in desert scrub in la Guajira 

Spectacled Tyrannulet (NE) Zimmerius improbus - seen well near topiary 

Olive-striped Flycatcher Mionectes olivaceus - seen by a few downhill from the topiary 

Sepia-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon amaurocephalus - seen at scattered locations 
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Northern Scrub Flycatcher Sublegatus arenarum - seen best in dry scrub forest in la Guajira 

Slender-billed Inezia (NE) Inezia tenuirostris - seen well in dry scrub forest in la Guajira 

Pale-tipped Inezia Inezia caudata - seen well in dry scrub forest in la Guajira 

Bran-colored Flycatcher Myiophobus fasciatus - seen at topiary stop 

Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus margaritaceiventer - numerous seen in lowland dry forest 

Black-throated Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus granadensis - seen well by some in front of el Dorado Lodge 

Pale-eyed Pygmy-Tyrant Atalotriccus pilaris - seen at numerous lowland forest stops 

Slaty-headed Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus sylvia - heard only at a couple spots 

Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum - heard only at las Acacias lunch stop 

Ochre-lored Flatbill Tolmomyias flaviventris - seen well at Ecoparque los Besotes 

Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias cinnamomeus - part of mixed flocks in numerous high elevation 

locations 

Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi - seen and heard on road down from el Dorado 

Western Wood-Pewee Contopus sordidulus - seen and heard near topiary 

Scarlet Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus - nest with 2 chicks at gas station 

Streak-throated Bush-Tyrant Myiotheretes striaticollis - seen well along road down from Cerro Pintado 

Pied Water Tyrant Fluvicola pica - common in wet areas of Isla Salamanca and Camino Km 4 

Yellow-bellied Chat-Tyrant Silvicultrix diadema - excellent looks in Santa Marta and heard in Perija 

Rufous-breasted Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca rufipectoralis - common component of high elevation mixed 

flocks in Perija 

Cattle Tyrant Machetornis rixosa - seen in various agricultural settings 

Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis - seen best at Santa Marta Lodge 

Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis - seen at numerous lowland forest stops 

Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus - common throughout 

Golden-crowned Flycatcher Myiodynastes chrysocephalus - pair near el Dorado Lodge 

Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus - tons on first morning along road to Jardin Botanico 

Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua - common throughout 
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Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus - common throughout 

Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus - best seen crossing river at Las Acacias 

Grey Kingbird Tyrannus dominicensis - best seen at PN Los Flamencos 

Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer - strangely never seen but heard often at high 

elevations 

Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus - common in dry lowland scrub forest 

Bright-rumped Attila Attila spadiceus - Heard only calling near el Dorado Lodge 

 

Cotingidae-Cotingas 

Golden-breasted Fruiteater Pipreola aureopectus - seen well and heard often in el Dorado area 

 

Pipridae-Manakins 

Lance-tailed Manakin Chiroxiphia lanceolata - seen on road to Jardin Botanico 

 

Tityridae-Tityras and Becards 

Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata - seen at las Acacias 

Cinnamon Becard Pachyramphus cinnamomeus - pair in mixed flock on way down from Santa Marta 

 

Vireonidae-Vireos and Greenlets 

Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis - seen on first morning walk  

Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons - one seen in mixed flock while descending Santa Marta range 

Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus - **for the sake of argument we'll call this 'Red-eyed Vireo' but since 

none were vocalizing and both this and Chivi could be present it's almost impossible to know for sure 

Yellow-green Vireo Vireo flavoviridis - seen by some at Tocuyo Sparrow spot 

Scrub Greenlet Hylophilus flavipes - heard often but never seen in various lowland spots 

 

Corvidae-Crows and Jays 

Black-chested Jay Cyanocorax affinis - common in many forest settings throughout tour 

Green Jay Cyanocorax yncas cyanodorsalis - common in mixed flocks in Perija 
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Hirundinidae-Swallows 

Grey-breasted Martin Progne chalybea - seen at Isla Salmanca and by some at a random gas station 

along the way 

Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis - Two seen well along the road up the Santa 

Marta Range 

 

Troglodytidae-Wrens 

Stripe-backed Wren (NE) Campylorhynchus nuchalis - many at Jardin Botanico and Isla Salamanca 

Bicolored Wren Campylorhynchus griseus - Common in various lowland locations throughout trip 

Whiskered Wren Pheugopedius mystacalis - seen coming down from Perija 

Rufous-and-white Wren Thryophilus rufalbus - seen moderately well on road up to el Dorado 

Buff-breasted Wren Cantorchilus leucotis - heard in many locations but never seen 

House Wren Troglodytes aedon - common throughout in more developed areas 

Grey-breasted Wood-Wren (Santa Marta) (E) Henicorhina leucophrys bangsi - endemic subspecies 

seen and heard often at mid-elevations in the Santa Marta Range 

Grey-breasted Wood-Wren (Perija) (NE)  Henicorhina leucophrys manastarae - endemic subspecies 

seen and heard often at mid-elevations in the Perija Range 

Hermit Wood-Wren (E) Henicorhina anachoreta - seen at various high elevation spots in Santa Marta 

Range 

Southern Nightingale-Wren Microcerculus marginatus - heard by a few while driving down from el 

Dorado 

 

Polioptilidae-Gnatcatchers 

Tropical Gnatcatcher Polioptila plumbea - extremely common in desert scrub in Guajira 

 

Mimidae-Mockingbirds 

Tropical Mockingbird Mimus gilvus melanopterus - seen best in desert scrub in la Guajira 
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Turdidae-Thrushes and Allies 

Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus aurantiirostris - seen well and heard singing often along 

roads in Perija 

Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus fuscater - heard often and eventually seen along road 

downhill from Perija 

Veery Catharus fuscescens - seen best on first morning at Jardin Botanico 

Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus - one seen in a mixed flock and many heard on the final morning 

Great Thrush Turdus fuscater - Common at high elevation sites and Perija feeders 

Black-hooded Thrush Turdus olivater - seen well with numerous high elevation mixed flocks 

Chestnut-bellied Thrush Turdus flaviventris - Seen by Roger only at the topiary 

Pale-breasted Thrush Turdus leucomelas - Common component of mixed flocks at numerous locations 

Clay-colored Thrush Turdus grayi - many seen first morning at Jardin Botanico 

 

Fringillidae-Finches and Euphonias 

Lesser Goldfinch Spinus psaltria - small group seen well near Santa Marta Lodge 

Andean Siskin Spinus spinescens - small group seen well just down from San Lorenzo Ridge 

Trinidad Euphonia Euphonia trinitatis - best seen in desert scrub in la Guajira 

Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris - Seen with various mixed flocks and at feeders in both 

ranges 

Blue-naped Chlorophonia Chlorophonia cyanea - seen well at various feeding stations in both ranges 

 

Rhodinocichlidae-Thrush-Tanager 

Rosy Thrush-Tanager Rhodinocichla rosea - heard only along road ascending and descending the Santa 

Marta Range 

 

Passerellidae-New World Buntings and Sparrows 

Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis - common at high elevation sites in both ranges 

Tocuyo Sparrow (NE) Arremenops tocuyensis - seen well in dry forest in la Guajira 
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Golden-winged Sparrow (NE) Arremon schlegeli - seen well on road up to el Dorado 

Sierra Nevada Brushfinch (E) Arremon basilicus - seen best at feeders at el Dorado 

Santa Marta Brushfinch (E) Atlapetes melanocephalus - seen well at numerous high elevation locations 

in Santa Marta range 

Yellow-breasted Brushfinch Atlapetes latinuchus nigrifrons - Endemic subspecies, regular component 

of mixed flocks and feeder visitors in Perija 

Slaty Brushfinch Atlapetes schistaceus - regular component of mixed flocks and feeder visitors in 

Perija 

Common Bush-Tanager Chlorospingus flavopectus ponsi - Endemic subspecies, regular component of 

mixed flocks  in Perija 

 

Icteridae-Oropendolas, Orioles and Blackbirds 

Russet-backed Oropendola Psarocolius angustifrons - one seen near topiary 

Crested Oropendola Psaricolius decumanus - common throughout 

Yellow-backed Oriole Icterus chrysater - at feeders and in mixed flocks in Santa Marta Range 

Yellow Oriole Icterus nigrogularis - common in lowland forest 

Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula - numerous individuals in a mixed flock along road between Santa 

Marta and Riohacha 

Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis - near Camino Km 4 

Carib Grackle Quiscalus lugubris - common at coastal and lowland sites throughout 

Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus - common at coastal and lowland sites throughout 

 

Parulidae-New World Warblers 

Northern Waterthrush Parkesia novaboracensis - Seen best at Isla Salamanca 

Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia - part of numerous mixed flocks 

Prothonotary Warbler Protonotaria citrea - common at numerous lowland sites 

Tennessee Warbler Leiothlypis peregrina - regular component of mixed flocks 

Mourning Warbler Geothlypis philadelphia - one seen first morning at Jardin Botanico scolding a 

Ferruginous Pygmy Owl 
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American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla - regular component of mixed flocks 

Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi - regular component of mixed flocks 

Blackburnian Warbler Setophaga fusca - regular component of mixed flocks 

American Yellow Warbler Setophaga aestiva - common in lowland mixed flocks 

Blackpoll Warbler Setophaga striata - a few seen in various mixed flocks 

Santa Marta Warbler (E) Myiothlypis basilica - seen well on San Lorenzo Ridge 

Black-crested Warbler Myiothlypis nigrocristata - in a few mixed flocks in Perija 

White-lored Warbler (E) Myiothlypis conspicillata - common along road near el Dorado 

Rufous-capped Warbler Basileuterus rufifrons - common in mid-elevation mixed flocks 

Golden-crowned Warbler Basileuterus culicivorus - a few seen in various mixed flocks 

Slate-throated Whitestart Myioborus miniatus - regular component of mixed flocks 

Yellow-crowned Whitestart (E) Myioborus flavivertex - common on San Lorenzo Ridge 

 

Cardinalidae-Cardinals, Grosbeaks and Allies 

Summer Tanager Piranga rubra - in a few mixed flocks 

Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea - one seen by Bobby along road between Santa Marta and Riohacha 

Golden Grosbeak Pheucticus chrysogaster - a few seen on San Lorenzo Ridge 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus - part of various mixed flocks 

Vermilion Cardinal Cardinalis phoeniceus - seen well and singing in desert scrub in la Guajira 

 

Thraupidae-Tanagers and Allies 

Hooded Tanager Nemosia pileata - part of mixed flock at Jardin Botanico 

Oleaginous Hemispingus Hemispingus frontalis - in mixed flock downhill from topiary 

Fulvous-headed Tanager (NE) Thlypopsis fulviceps - in mixed flock downhill from topiary 

Grey-headed Tanager Eucometis penicillata - seen by a few and then seen by Roger only downhill 

from topiary 

White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus - part of various mixed flocks 
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Crimson-backed Tanager Ramphocelus dimidiatus - common at feeder sites 

Blue-grey Tanager Thraupis episcopus - common throughout 

Glaucous Tanager (NE) Thraupis glaucocolpa - one in a town square near PN Los Flamencos 

Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum - common throughout 

Blue-capped Tanager Thraupis cyanocephala - common in Perija 

Santa Marta Mountain Tanager (E) Anisognathus melanogenys - common on San Lorenzo Ridge 

Lacrimose Mountain Tanager (Perija) (E) Anisognathus lacrymosus pallididorsalis - common with 

mixed flocks in Perija (endemic subspecies) 

Buff-breasted Mountain Tanager Dubusia taeniata - heard and seen well in Perija Range 

Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola toddi - common in mixed flocks throughout, local ssp. 

Beryl-spangled Tanager Tangara nigroviridis - seen well as part of a few mixed flocks in Perija 

Black-capped Tanager Tangara heinei - common component of high elevation mixed flocks 

Black-headed Tanager Tangara cyanoptera - common component of high elevation mixed flocks 

Swallow Tanager Tersina viridis - seen well along road below topiary 

Purple Honeycreeper Cyanerpes caeruleus - two females seen in mixed flock and at feeders 

White-eared Conebill Conirostrum leucogenys - pair seen with mixed flock at Jardin Botanico 

Bicolored Conebill (NT) Conirostrum bicolor - seen well at Isla Salamanca 

Rusty Flowerpiercer Diglossa sittoides - at various spots along road in Santa Marta 

Black Flowerpiercer Diglossa humeralis - seen often in Perija, especially at lodge flower bushes 

White-sided Flowerpiercer Diglossa albilatera - seen well at both high elevation sites 

Bluish Flowerpiercer Diglossa caerulescens - seen well as part of a few mixed flocks in Perija 

Grey Pileated Finch Coryphospingus pileatus - seen well in desert scrub at la Guajira 

Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus - part of a few mixed flocks and at feeders at restaurant in 

Minaure 

Greyish Saltator Saltator caerulescens - numerous seen in lowland forest 

Orinoco Saltator (NE) Saltator orenocensis - seen well in desert scrub at la Guajira 

Streaked Saltator Saltator striatipectus - seen well in numerous lowland spots 
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Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina - seen best in lowlands around la Guajira and los Besotes 

Lesson's Seedeater Sporophila bouvronides - Nice male seen at dry scrub forest at la Guajira 

Black-and-white Seedeater Sporophila luctuosa - tons in blackberry patches near topiary 

Yellow-bellied Seedeater Sporophila nigricollis - a few seen at various spots along the way 

Ruddy-breasted Seedeater Sporophila minuta - seen well in desert scrub at la Guajira 

Paramo Seedeater Catamenia homochroa - seen well at high elevation in both ranges 

Bananaquit Coereba flaveola - Seen best at Isla Salamanca 

Black-faced Grassquit Tiaris bicolor - best seen at Ecoparque los Besotes 

Plushcap Catamblyrhynchus diadema - Part of a few mixed flocks uphill from Perija Lodge 

 

Mammals (6 seen)  

Red-tailed Squirrel Sciurus granatensis - common throughout 

Red Howler Monkey Alouatta seniculus - seen at Jardin Botanico 

Central American Agouti Dasyprocta punctata - in compost pile at el Dorado 

Kinkajou Potos flavus - on deck at el Dorado 

Grey-handed Night-Monkey Aotus grieseimembra - at special banana feeders at el Dorado 

Crab-eating Fox Cerdocyon thous - at el Dorado Lodge 

 

Reptiles and Amphibians (2 seen) 

Green Iguana Iguana iguana – many seen well, often hanging out in tree branches 

Ameiva Ameiva ameiva – numerous seen well, especially at Camino Km 4 and Minaure lunch stop 
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